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ABSTRACT

Artificial intelligence is playing an increasingly important role in college English teaching. Guided by Krashen's Input
Hypothesis in second language acquisition, this study uses the large language model Doubao to adapt a news text from China
Daily into listening material for the College English Test Band 4 (CET-4). The research explores audio production and
vocabulary list creation for the listening material, clearly demonstrating the application of artificial intelligence in college
English news listening teaching. This approach effectively addresses problems in traditional teaching such as outdated news
content and difficulty in obtaining appropriately leveled materials, providing an effective path for improving teaching

efficiency and quality.

Keywords: large language model; college English news listening; listening material adaptation; audio production;

vocabulary list creation.

1. INTRODUCTION

Amid the global wave of digitalization, large language models
(LLMs) are playing a pivotal role in college English teaching.
College English instruction primarily encompasses the
teaching of five core English skills: listening, speaking,
reading, writing, and translation. Scholars around the globe
have actively explored the role of LLMs in teaching these five
skills. Zhang Yanlu (2019) proposed a corpus-based Al-aided
college English teaching model; Pang et al. (2025a) noted that
LLMs facilitate personalized listening instruction. Dizon &
Tang (2020) argued that students’ oral English
communication with LLMs can provide them with a sense of
accomplishment and engagement similar to that of real-life
communication. Chen etal. (2022) suggested that the use of Al
tools in oral communication helps alleviate students’ anxiety
and improve their learning performance. Pang et al. (2025b)
discussed how human-machine interaction can enhance
students’ oral narration abilities. Yu Hui (2024) developed a
model for LLM-assisted discourse analysis, while Kong Lei
(2024), based on human-machine interaction, systematically
analyzed the effectiveness of LLMs in parsing the structure of
long and complex sentences, semantic relationships, and
pragmatic meanings in textbook discourses.

In terms of writing, LLMs have shown significant potential as

"evaluators" (Jeon & Lee, 2023). Their ability to detect
surface-level errors in writing has been verified (Seo,
2024), and there is no significant difference between their
scoring results and human scoring—this enables them to
effectively assist teachers in homework review and
grading (Li et al., 2024). As early as 2018, Wang Jinquan et
al. argued that LLMs can not only check the grammatical
accuracy and naturalness of wording in translations but
also compare translations with the original text to verify
whether the translation accurately reflects the original
meaning and even evaluate the effectiveness of pragmatic
equivalence between the two.

Scholars at home and abroad have achieved important
results in research on the application of LLMs in enhancing
the five English skills. However, a closer examination
reveals that current studies on the application of LLMs in
listening improvement mostly focus on two directions: the
implementation of personalized teaching and the
stimulation of students’ learning interest. Specialized
research targeting the specific field of CET-4 news
listening remains relatively scarce. As a key criterion for
measuring college students’ English proficiency, the news
listening section of the CET-4 has long suffered from the
issue of outdated content, which urgently needs to be
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addressed. Nevertheless, existing studies are particularly
insufficient in conducting in-depth exploration on the in-
depth integration of LLMs with the update and iteration of
CET-4 news listening materials, difficulty gradient adaptation,
and scientific design of question types. This research gap
needs to be filled through more empirical studies and teaching
practices to effectively improve the quality of CET-4 news
listening teaching and help students better meet the
requirements and practical language
application.

of examinations

Guided by Krashen's Input Hypothesis in second language
acquisition, this study selects a sports topic that garners high
attention among college students—the news report titled
'International Universities Rowing Open kicks off in East
China' (published in China Daily on September 13, 2025),
which covers the 2025 International Universities Rowing
Open held in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province. By designing specific
prompts on the Doubao platform, the study adapts this news
text into listening practice material suitable for CET-4, with a
difficulty slightly higher than the conventional
requirements of CET-4 listening. The research examines the
application effectiveness of LLMs in three dimensions:
listening material adaptation, supporting audio production,
and specialized vocabulary list creation, culminating in a
replicable model for applying LLMs in teaching listening and
offers innovative approaches to address traditional issues in
the teaching of listening.

level

2. ADAPTATION OF READING MATERIALS INTO
LISTENING MATERIALS
2.1 Theory

Krashen (1982, 1985) proposed five hypotheses in the field of
second language acquisition, among which the Input
Hypothesis is the core. The "i+1" input theory forms the

central concept of this hypothesis—where "i" represents the
learner’s current language proficiency, and "i+1" refers to
language input that is slightly above the learner’s existing
level. Only when learners are exposed to language input at the
"i+1" level can their language proficiency be effectively

improved.

Krashen (1985) also pointed out that ideal second language

input must meet three key characteristics:

Comprehensibility—understandable language input is a
necessary prerequisite for second language acquisition to
occur;

Sufficiency—adequate input volume provides the foundation
for learners to broadly acquire linguistic knowledge and
improve language abilities;

Interestingness—engaging materials

language can

effectively stimulate learning interest, reduce negative
psychological burdens during the learning process,
enhance learning autonomy, and ensure high-quality
language learning.

2.2 Practice

In CET-4 news listening teaching practice, using LLMs to
convert reading materials into listening materials offers
significant advantages. In traditional teaching, teachers
must consider multiple factors when selecting and
preparing listening materials, such as topic suitability and
reasonable difficulty progression. These constraints often
result in a narrow range of material choices and
insufficient personalization. The introduction of LLMs
effectively overcomes these limitations and provides
dedicated support for efficient listening instruction.

The advantages are mainly reflected in three aspects: (1)
Rich resources : massive reading materials provide
abundant register resources and topic options for
adaptation, helping students encounter diverse language
styles, accumulate extensive target vocabulary, and
broaden their language input dimensions; (2)
Personalization: LLMs can precisely customize listening
materials and flexibly adjust their difficulty based on
students' actual language proficiency. This not only adapts
to the needs of personalized teaching but also balances the
comprehensibility and interest of listening materials,
meeting personalized teaching needs and implementing
the principle of "teaching students in accordance with
their aptitude"; (3) Efficiency: the rapid adaptation
capability of LLMs significantly reduces teachers’ material
preparation time and improves teaching efficiency.

Sports-related news is often of high-interest to college
students. In the following section, the news report titled
"International Universities Rowing Open kicks off in East
China" (published in China Daily on September 13, 2025),
which covers the 2025 International Universities Rowing
Open held in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, will be used as the
original text. Using the Doubao platform with specifically
designed prompts, this text will be adapted into CET-4
level listening material. The specific prompts and
adaptation results are as follows.

(1) Prompt to Al

Please modify the following reading material into a CET-4-
level listening material that is slightly more difficult than
the CET-4. Here is the material:

NANJING -- Amidst waves of cheers and shouts, the 2025
Nanjing International Universities Rowing Open kicked off
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Saturday in Nanjing, East China's Jiangsu province, attracting
over 300 rowers from 30 universities worldwide.

This year's event boasts an expanded lineup, featuring foreign
rowing teams from institutions such as Yale Graduate School,
Oxford University and Cambridge University, alongside
Chinese teams from top universities including Tsinghua
University, Nanjing University and Xi'an Jiaotong University.
Additionally, emerging Asian rowing forces from Korea
University and Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia have also
joined the contest.

After two rounds of men's 1,000m sprint and a men's 3,000m
chase, four rowing teams from Tongji World union Rowing
Club, Shanghai Tech University, Nanjing University and
Nanjing Normal University excelled from the Chinese
domestic group and advanced to the second day's
competition.

On Sunday, rowing teams from both domestic and
international universities will take part in different contests
like 1,000m sprint heats and indoor rowing machine relays.
For the first time ever, the competition will feature a
standalone women's rowing division. Moreover, the popular
bumps races will also be retained as an exhibition match.

Fang Hongqing, a rower from Southeast University in Nanjing,
noted that rowing boasts a longer development history
overseas, with universities like Oxford University and
Cambridge University having long been hosting their own
rowing competitions. "l believe this event can promote
exchanges among rowers from different countries and boost
the development of rowing in China," he said.

(2) Results from Al
Section A: News Report

Directions: In this section, you will hear a news report. At the
end of the report, you will hear five questions. Both the report
and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a
question, you must choose the best answer from the four
choices marked A), B), C) and D).

Now, listen to the news report.

NANJING -- Cheers and shouts filled the air as the 2025
Nanjing International Universities Rowing Open started on
Saturday in Nanjing, a city in East China's Jiangsu province.
The event drew more than 300 rowers from 30 universities
around the world.

Compared to previous years, this year's open has a larger
group of participants. Foreign teams from well-known
institutions are taking part, such as Yale Graduate School,

Oxford University, and Cambridge University. On the
Chinese side, top universities like Tsinghua University,
Nanjing University, and Xi'an Jiaotong University have also
sent their rowing teams. Besides, some rising Asian rowing
teams from Korea University and Universiti Tun Hussein
Onn Malaysia have joined the competition too.

On the first day, there were two rounds of the men's 1,000-
meter sprint and one man'’s 3,000-meter chase. After these
races, four Chinese teams stood out from the domestic
group and moved on to the second day's competition.
These teams are from Tongji Worldunion Rowing Club,
Shanghai Tech University, Nanjing University, and Nanjing
Normal University.

Sunday will see more races. Both domestic and
international university teams will compete in events like
the 1,000-meter sprint heats and indoor rowing machine
relays. A special change this year is the first-ever
standalone women's rowing division. Also, the popular
bumps races will stay as an exhibition match for spectators

to enjoy.

Fang Hongqing, a rower from Southeast University in
Nanjing, shared his thoughts on the event. He said that
rowing has a longer history of development overseas. For
example, universities like Oxford and Cambridge have
been holding their own rowing competitions for a long
time. "I think this open can help rowers from different
countries communicate with each other. It will also push
the development of rowing in China," Fang added.

Now, listen to the questions.

Question 1: When and where did the 2025 Nanjing
International Universities Rowing Open begin?

A) On Sunday in Nanjing, Jiangsu province.
B) On Saturday in Nanjing, Jiangsu province.
East China.
D) On Sunday in Suzhou, Jiangsu province.

C) On Saturday in Shanghai,

Question 2: Which foreign university is NOT mentioned as
a participant in the event?

A) Yale Graduate School.
B) Harvard University.

C) Oxford University.

D) Cambridge University.

Question 3: How many Chinese teams advanced to the
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second day's competition after the first day's races?

A) Three.
B) Four.
C) Five.
D) Six.

Question 4: What is special about this year's rowing open
compared to previous ones?

A) It added a men's 5,000-meter chase.

B) Itincluded an indoor rowing machine race for the
first time.

C) It has a standalone women's rowing division for
the first time.

D) It canceled the bumps races as an exhibition
match.

Question 5: What did Fang Hongqing think of the Nanjing
International Universities Rowing Open?

A) It will make rowing less popular in China.

B) It can promote exchanges between rowers from
different countries.

C) It is not as good as the rowing competitions held
by Oxford University.

D) It will only attract rowers from Asian countries.

Answer Key: BBBCB

(3) Authors’ Analysis

The listening questions designed by the large language model
for the adapted material generally met the requirements
specified in the prompts, with the generated questions
mimicking the format of the College English Test Band 4 (CET-
4), primarily in the form of multiple-choice questions. The
difficulty of the generated material is slightly higher than that
of CET-4 news listening, particularly in terms of vocabulary
and sentence patterns.

Vocabulary Level:

Dense specialized sports terminology — terms such as
“rowing” (a sport rarely included in CET-4), “sprint” (requires
contextual understanding of its racing meaning), “chase”
(specialized sports events noun usage), “bumps races”
(specialized term without basic reference), “relays” (often
appearing in full form in CET-4). Additionally, proper nouns
like “Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia” (non-top-tier
institution with complex spelling) and “Tongji Worldunion
Rowing Club” (compound organization name with high
information density) present significant challenges for
memorization and comprehension.

Abundant abstract and formal words, words such as
“standalone” (not in CET-4), “spectators” (event-specific
term, different from the core CET-4 word audience),
“division” (requires associating with sports events
context), “rising” (in abstract phrase "rising forces," more
complex than CET-4 "new teams"), increase the threshold
for immediate listening comprehension.

Sentence Pattern Level:

Numerous multi-dimensional modified long sentences
— using structures like "Compared to previous years" for
comparison, "from well-known institutions" as
attributives, "such as" for listing multiple institutions,
personification like "Sunday will see" and "both...and..."
connecting complex subjects with multiple event
examples. The information density and sentence length
exceed the simple subject-verb-object structures typically

found in CET-4.

Deeply embedded viewpoints — opinion structures
followed "main viewpoint + illustrative examples +
supplementary viewpoint", requiring listeners to connect
logical chains rather than the simple direct quotes found
in CET-4 news listening, making information easier to
miss.

Implicit logical connections — using words like "also" for
coordination while implying contrasts between "special
change" and "stay" (addition vs. retention), requiring
semantic inference rather than relying on explicit logical
markers common in CET-4, thus demanding higher
listening comprehension skills.

Furthermore, by modifying the prompts, teachers can
adjust the difficulty level of questions, as well as their
quantity, type, and assessment methods. For questions
designed by the large language model, teachers can adopt
an "Al post-editing" approach to further refine them to
meet listening teaching requirements.

3. LISTENING AUDIO PRODUCTION

Listening practice requires suitable audio materials, and
teachers often want to set parameters such as speaking
speed, male/female voices, and different English accents
according to students' language levels. After finalizing the
listening script, models like GPT can be used to convert the
text into MP3 files for download. With ongoing model
iterations and the development of text-to-speech (TTS)
technology, various online tools such as Hailuo Al,
NaturalReader, TTSMaker, and TTSMP3 can convert text
into audio with adjustable speed and accent options.

randspublications.org/index.php/ijssll

21



RANDSPUBLICATIONS

Page No. 18-24

Taking Hailuo Al's TTS interface as an example, audio
production no longer requires specialized prompts. Simply
paste the scriptinto the input box, select parameters like voice
type, speed, and tone in the "debug console", click "generate
audio”, and then download the resulting MP3 file.

4. LISTENING VOCABULARY LIST CREATION

For unfamiliar listening topics, providing students with a
preview vocabulary list containing specialized terms and
high-frequency phrases from the material helps improve
expression fluency and enhances interest and confidence.
These lists also facilitate review after classes and increase
familiarity with specific topics or registers. Beyond basic
vocabulary with definitions, teachers can request that the
model provide common collocations and example sentences in
news contexts to help students understand typical usage
patterns.

In the following, the transcribed text of an English news report
is taken as an example. Using Doubao as the operational
platform, specific prompts are designed to generate common
collocations of certain vocabulary in the news context as well
as corresponding example sentences. The specific prompts
and adapted results are as follows.

You are an English news tutor, specializing in helping
English learners. Your task is to create vocabulary lists
from English news transcripts. For a given transcript,
please follow these steps:

1. Identify and list uncommon words, along with highly
frequent words and phrases that are typical in news
reporting.

2. Provide the Chinese translation for each identified
English term.

3. Clarify the grammatical usage of each term in English.

4. Upon request, give examples of how a target expression
is used and list its typical collocations (words or
phrases target
expression).

that frequently accompany the

NANJING -- Cheers and shouts filled the air as the 2025
Nanjing International Universities Rowing Open started
on Saturday in Nanjing, a city in East China's Jiangsu
province. The event drew more than 300 rowers from 30
universities around the world.

(2) Results (abridged)

Vocabulary List from the International
Universities Rowing Open News Transcript. Uncommon

Nanjing

(1) Prompt to Al Words in the News
Term Chinese Translation Grammatical Usage
rowing Eigizsh (&) Uncountable noun (ANA[#{41i) ; refers to the sport of
moving a boat with oars. Used in phrases like "rowing
open" (FEMEAFFFE) , "rowing team" (FEFERL) .
sprint MRS (ZIAD Countable noun (A[#{41d]) ; refers to a short, fast
race. Often used with distance units, e.g., "1,000-meter
sprint” (1000 K% #E & 553 .
chase BIEFE (£38) Countable noun (F[#{#1i) ; arace where competitors
try to catch up with others. #4fic: "3,000-meter chase"
(3000KIEIZZE) .
heats WiFE (44) Plural noun C#HEHFE) ; initial rounds of a
competition to select finalists. #4fiC: "sprint heats" (}i
PR B RIS
relay A3 (ZE) Countable noun (7] #{#7); arace where team members
take turns competing. #4EC: "indoor rowing machine
relays" (ZENIEMENLIE 1T .
division ZH5); X (&) | Countable noun (A %{4217); a separate group or category
in a competition. #4: "women's rowing division" (%
TIREL D
bumps nzEE MEACTAD) Plural noun phrase C#HE%() ; atype of rowing race
races where boats aim to bump the one ahead. ¥ £ HAE,
THHOE A
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spectator WA (41a]) Countable noun: a person who watches an event. Plural
form: spectators. f4fit: "attract spectators”.
High-Frequency News-Specific Words & Phrases
English Chinese Translation Grammatical Usage
Term
kick off 5, B3h (hiadE) Phrasal verb (47iE%i) ; intransitive (A4,
A W) 5 used to describe the start of an event. B
A%4k: kicks off (BE=AFREHD , kicked off (it3=
RO .
participant 5% (&iF) a person who takes part in an event. Plural form:
participants. #5Fid: "a group of participants" (—#£%
H5#) .
stand out | WiAUMH; KILKHE ( | Phrasal verb (Jii%3)1); intransitive CREY)) ;
FREE) describes someone/something that is better than
others. % 5"from" %M, e.g, "stand out from the
group" (MEEARFRFAIMH) .
move on B (3.0 ; 4%%: | Phrasal verb (JZi&3))iA); intransitive (J5H:/i"to"
(to) HEAT (BhiAAEAE) P AT 42 5€15) ; means to progress to the next stage. 14
fic: "move on to the next round" CHZ%| T —%) .
first-ever | SEEHIEIM; BIXA ( | Attributive adjective CEIEEZEE, UH T %1
TE453) ; describes something that has never happened
before. #4fiC: "first-ever standalone division" (/™
ST AR
standalone AL B2 Attributive adjective (GEIB 2, # FAEZAET) |
means operating or existing independently. F57it :
"standalone division" (57.2%)) , "standalone
event” (MFEFH) .
shareone's | 4= Cf....H1) HiL | Fixed phrase ([&%E%1E) ; transitive (J53%"on"5]
thoughts (BhiAl %) HRIEX %) ; used to express someone’s opinions.
(on) F&HC: "share one's thoughts on the event" (43X %%
HIWEE) .

Example Sentences & Collocations

Example 1: "kick off"

Example Sentence: The 2024 Summer Olympics will
kick off in Paris on July 26th. (202445 Z=Hiz 200
T7H26 HEEET 5. )

Typical Collocations: kick off (an
event/competition/game) (FF#/R3—3%3EdH /1L
%% /3530 , kick off (a meeting/conference) (J3z—
P AT D)

Example 2: "stand out”

Example Sentence: Her excellent performance in the
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qualifier made her stand out among all athletes. (

Ui 7E T 28 v 10 L 0 R I LE W AE BT A8 3 5 P

A . D

Typical Collocations: stand out (from the

crowd/group/competitors) (M AR/ HE /55 4

A D |, stand out (for one's skill/talent)
CPRIBRE /R 2% H )

Example 3: "push the development of”
Example  Sentence: This international
cooperation project will push the development of
renewable energy technology in the region. (iX
AN B 5 VR I R HE Sl 23 AT AR BRI R /Y
KIE D
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Typical Collocations: push the development of
(technology/industry/sports/education)  (¥Ezh#;
AR/BEWKIE) , push the development of (local
economy/social welfare) (HEZHL T 5% / +H24E@F
HIA )

Example 4: "exhibition match"

Example Sentence: After the final, the world
champion will play an exhibition match with young
players to motivate them. ({RIEVEHEZ G, N T B
R T S R S AT R R . D
Typical Collocations: hold an exhibition match (%
Jp2R7HFE) , watch an exhibition match (W& i 3%
) , attend an exhibition match (SN EIE) .

5. INTERPRETATION AND REFLECTION

This study selected the article "International
Universities Rowing Open kicks off in East China" as the
original material and used Doubao with targeted prompts to
adapt it into CET-4 level listening practice material,
demonstrating the feasibility of converting reading materials

into listening exercises using LLMs.

news

The theoretical foundation was Krashen's (1982, 1985) "i+1"
input principle, which states that language input should
generally be within the learner's comprehension while
containing elements slightly above their current level. This
allows learners to gradually improve their target language
skills through continuous exposure and processing of such
materials. Krashen (1985) also noted that low anxiety
promotes second language acquisition, while high anxiety
creates an emotional barrier that reduces effective input and
hinders learning.

Based on this theory, the study focused on three aspects
during material selection and adaptation: (1) Language style
adaptation - converting written expressions into listening-
language to auditory
comprehension; (2) Difficulty control - making the material
slightly more challenging than typical CET-4 news listening to
meet the "i+1" requirement; (3) Increasing engagement -
selecting a high-interest sports topic to stimulate motivation

friendly oral ensure smooth

and reduce anxiety.

This research provides a replicable model for applying LLMs
in CET-4 news listening teaching and offers innovative
approaches to address issues such as insufficient material
adaptation and low student engagement, ultimately
contributing to improved teaching quality and more effective
second language acquisition.
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