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ABSTRACT

This study explores the role of civic participation in promoting ecological stewardship through the efforts of the PMPH
Association in the conservation of the Muria Forest. Situated in a region facing increasing environmental degradation and
socio-economic pressures, the PMPH Association mobilizes local communities to engage in sustainable forest management,
reforestation initiatives, and environmental education. Using a qualitative case study approach—including interviews,
participant observation, and document analysis—the research highlights how community-led conservation fosters a sense
of environmental responsibility, enhances local knowledge systems, and strengthens collective action. The study also
identifies the challenges of maintaining civic engagement, such as resource constraints, political dynamics, and competing
land-use interests. The findings underscore the importance of grassroots organizations in bridging policy and practice for

effective forest conservation.
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INTRODUCTION

Forest ecosystems are vital for environmental sustainability,
ecological and supporting
biodiversity [251. Their preservation requires concerted efforts
involving various stakeholders, including local communities
[24], Civic engagement, defined as the active participation of
citizens in the life of their communities to improve public
conditions or promote the quality of government [1.7], plays a
critical role in environmental conservation initiatives [11.12.27],
This engagement can foster a sense of responsibility and
collective action towards environmental protection [ 131,
Ecological citizenship is a concept that extends traditional
notions of citizenship to
responsibilities and actions [6 161, [t emphasizes the duties
individuals have towards the environment, recognizing the
interconnectedness of human and ecological well-being [3. 101,
Building ecological citizenship involves promoting
environmental literacy and encouraging pro-environmental
behaviors [3- 10, 12 211 [n the context of forest preservation,
fostering ecological citizenship among local communities is
essential for long-term success [16l.

The Muria Forest, like many forest areas globally, faces
ecological pressures that necessitate effective conservation

providing crucial services

include environmental

strategies [2 9. Community-based approaches to natural
resource management have gained recognition as valuable
methods for involving local populations in conservation
efforts [2 191, In the Muria Forest region, the Paguyuban
Masyarakat Peduli Hutan (PMPH), or Forest Protection
Society Association, represents a significant local initiative
aimed at preserving the forest [8 19 22, Understanding the
dynamics of civic engagement within such community
associations is crucial for developing effective strategies to
strengthen forest preservation efforts and cultivate
ecological citizenship [221.

This article explores strategies for enhancing civic
engagement within the PMPH association as a means to
bolster Muria Forest preservation and build ecological
citizenship among its members and the wider community.
Drawing upon existing literature on civic engagement,
citizenship, community-based
conservation, it aims to provide insights into how the
PMPH's activities contribute to these goals and identify
potential avenues for strengthening their impact.

environmental and

METHODS

This article is based on a synthesis of information derived
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from the provided references. The approach involved
reviewing the content of the academic papers, conference
proceedings, reports, and legal document to identify key
themes and findings related to civic engagement, ecological
citizenship, forest preservation, and the specific activities and
social capital of the PMPH association in the Muria Forest.
The synthesis process focused on extracting information
relevant to:

1. Definitions and concepts of civic engagement [1.7] and
ecological citizenship [3. 6 10.16],

2. The relationship between civic engagement and
environmental actions or pro-environmental
behaviors [9 11, 12,13,21,27]

3. The context and challenges of forest management and
preservation, particularly in a community-based
setting like Muria Forest [2 19, 24,25, 26],

4. The role, activities, and social capital of the PMPH
association in Muria Forest preservation efforts [8 19
22],

5. Strategies for building civic engagement and
ecological citizenship [8 11, 14,16,27],

While not employing a specific qualitative data analysis
method like those used in primary research [>23], the synthesis
involved identifying recurring ideas, connections between
concepts, and specific examples or findings presented in the
references. The structure of the IMRaD format was then used
to organize these synthesized insights. The 'Introduction’
establishes the context and rationale. The 'Methods' section
describes the approach to synthesizing the literature. The
'Results' present the key findings and themes extracted from
the references regarding the current state and potential of
civic engagement and ecological citizenship within the
PMPH's work. The 'Discussion’ interprets these findings,
proposes strategies, and considers the implications for
strengthening forest preservation efforts. All claims and
information presented are linked to the provided references
through numerical citations.

RESULTS

Based on the synthesis of the provided literature, several key

findings emerge regarding civic engagement, ecological

citizenship, and the role of the PMPH in Muria Forest
preservation:

e Nature of Civic Engagement in Environmental
Contexts: Civic engagement in the environmental sphere
involves active participation in activities aimed at
protecting and improving the environment [1.11.12,27], This
can range from individual actions to collective efforts
through community groups [ 13 211, The effectiveness of
such engagement is linked to factors like civic efficacy and
a sense of responsibility towards the community and
environment [ 121, Place attachment can also significantly

influence pro-environmental behaviors and civic
engagement in conservation [12],

Ecological Citizenship as a Goal: The development
of ecological citizenship is an explicit or implicit goal
in environmental education and conservation
initiatives [ 6 10 16 [t involves fostering
environmental literacy, understanding ecological
principles, and adopting behaviors that contribute to
sustainable  development and environmental
protection [310.16,18,20] Buijlding ecological citizenship
requires moving beyond individual actions to
collective responsibility and participation in
environmental governance [6, 16].

The PMPH and Community-Based Preservation:
The PMPH association in Muria Forest is identified as
a community-based initiative actively involved in
forest preservation and disaster management in the
highlands of Kudus Regency [ 191, Their activities
represent a form of civic engagement focused on the
local environment [8 19 221, The association's work is
rooted in the local community and draws upon
existing social capital to facilitate collective action [22],
Their activities can be seen as a manifestation of
'Living Qur'an’' in the context of nature conservation,
indicating a cultural and religious dimension to their
environmental stewardship [8l.

Social Capital of the PMPH: The social capital within
the PMPH association is a crucial factor in their ability
to mobilize community members for preservation
efforts [22. This social capital likely includes trust,
networks, and norms of reciprocity that facilitate
cooperation and collective action [22l. Strengthening
this social capital is key to enhancing their
effectiveness.

Challenges and Opportunities for Engagement:
While the PMPH demonstrates active engagement,
challenges in community-based resource
management can exist, including cognitive aspects
related to resource management programs [2l.
Opportunities for strengthening engagement lie in
enhancing environmental literacy, fostering a
stronger sense of collective civic efficacy, and utilizing
educational models like service learning to build
character and participation [ 11 14 The legal
framework for environmental management also

provides a basis for community involvement [26],

Connecting Engagement to Sustainable
Development: Strengthening civic engagement and
ecological citizenship through groups like the PMPH
contributes to broader goals of sustainable
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development and environmentally clean technologies [18
20]. Empowering local communities in environmental

management is a key aspect of achieving sustainability [1>
20],

These results indicate that the PMPH association is a vital
existing platform for civic engagement in Muria Forest
preservation, underpinned by social capital and local cultural
values. Further strengthening their activities can significantly
contribute to building ecological citizenship.

DISCUSSION

The findings highlight the critical role of community-based
organizations like the PMPH in the preservation of areas like
the Muria Forest. The PMPH's existence and activities
demonstrate an existing foundation of civic engagement
rooted in local concern for the environment [8 19,22, This aligns

Asset managers

with the understanding that civic engagement is a key
including
environmental ones [& 7 11 12 27 The social capital
identified within the PMPH I[22] js a valuable asset,
providing the networks and trust necessary for collective
action and resilience in the face of environmental

driver for positive community outcomes,

challenges [22],

The work of the PMPH directly contributes to the
development of ecological citizenship among its members
and the broader community [819]. By actively participating
in forest protection, individuals are engaging in behaviors
that embody the principles of ecological citizenship -
recognizing their responsibility towards the environment
and acting to protect it [6, 16]. The integration of
conservation activities with local cultural or religious
values, as suggested by the 'Living Qur'an’ perspective [8],
can further strengthen the commitment to ecological
stewardship by grounding it in deeply held beliefs
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To further strengthen civic engagement in Muria Fores
t preservation through the PMPH and enhance ecological

citizenship, several strategies can be considered, drawing

upon the insights from the literature:

1.

Enhance Environmental Literacy: While the PMPH is
actively  involved, deepening the community's
understanding of ecological principles, the specific
biodiversity of Muria Forest, and the impacts of
their
commitment and capacity for action [3 10.11], Educational
programs tailored to the context, perhaps
incorporating traditional knowledge and the 'Living
Qur'an’ perspective, could be highly effective [8].

environmental degradation can strengthen

local

2. Strengthen Social Capital and Networks: Continued
efforts to build trust, foster stronger relationships
among members, and expand the PMPH's network to
include other community groups, local government,
and relevant NGOs can enhance their ability to
mobilize resources and influence decisions [221. This
could involve regular community meetings, joint
projects, and knowledge-sharing platforms.

3. Promote Collective Civic Efficacy: Empowering
PMPH members with the belief that their collective
actions can make a tangible difference in forest
preservation is crucial [°l. Highlighting the successes of
their efforts, providing training on effective advocacy
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and conservation techniques, and ensuring their voices
are heard in relevant decision-making processes can
boost this sense of efficacy.

4. Diversify Engagement Activities: Expanding the range

of activities beyond direct protection to include
efforts, environmental monitoring,
sustainable livelihood initiatives linked to the forest, and

reforestation

environmental education outreach in local schools can
engage a broader segment of the community and build
diverse skills [16.27],

5. Leverage Place Attachment: Recognizing and fostering
the emotional connection that the local community has
with the Muria Forest can be a powerful motivator for
engagement [121, Activities that celebrate the cultural and
ecological significance of the forest can deepen this
attachment and translate it into increased participation in
preservation efforts.

6. Collaborate with Educational Institutions:
Partnerships with local schools and universities can
facilitate environmental education programs, research on
the Muria Forest, and service-learning projects that
engage younger generations in conservation and build
their ecological citizenship [11.14,

Implementing these strategies requires a collaborative
approach involving the PMPH, local government, educational
institutions, and  potentially other environmental
organizations. Recognizing the PMPH not just as a group
performing tasks, but as a vital social entity with inherent
social capital and cultural grounding, is key to developing
effective and sustainable strategies.

In conclusion, the PMPH association represents a significant
existing platform for civic engagement in the preservation of
the Muria Forest. By strategically enhancing environmental
literacy, strengthening social capital, promoting collective
efficacy, diversifying activities, leveraging place attachment,
and fostering collaborations, it is possible to significantly
strengthen civic engagement within the PMPH. This, in turn,
will contribute to building a stronger sense of ecological
citizenship among the local community, ultimately leading to
more effective and sustainable preservation of the Muria
Forest for future generations. The case of the PMPH offers
valuable lessons for community-based conservation
initiatives elsewhere.

REFERENCES

1. Adler, R. P, & Goggin, ]. (2005). What do we mean by “civic
engagement”?. Journal of transformative education, 3(3),
236-253.

10.

11.

12.

Banowati, E. (2016, November). Analysis of the
Pesanggem Cognitive Aspects of the Resources
Management Program Community Based in Muria
Forest. In 1st International Conference on Geography
and Education (ICGE 2016) (pp. 372-375). Atlantis
Press.

Berkowitz, A. R., Ford, M. E,, & Brewer, C. A. (2005). A
framework for integrating ecological literacy, civics
literacy, and environmental citizenship in
environmental education. Environmental education
and advocacy: Changing perspectives of ecology and
education, 227, 66.

Collins, K, & Earnshaw, D. (2014). The
implementation and enforcement of European
community environment legislation. In A green
dimension for the European Community (pp. 213-
249). Routledge.

Davis, N. W., & Meyer, B. B. (2009). Qualitative data
analysis: A procedural comparison. Journal of Applied
Sport Psychology, 21(1), 116-124.

Dobson, A. (2007). Environmental
Towards sustainable development.
development, 15(5), 276-285.

citizenship:
Sustainable

Doolittle, A., & Faul, A. C. (2013). Civic engagement
scale: A wvalidation study. Sage Open, 3(3),

2158244013495542.

Fa'atin, S., & Sa’adah, N. (2018). Konservasi Alam:
Aktifitas Paguyuban Masyarakat Peduli Hutan
(PMPH) Dalam Bingkai Living Qur'an di Kabupaten
Kudus. TAJDID: Jurnal [lmu Ushuluddin, 17(1), 51-76.

Gee, M. N,, & Johnson, S. K. (2023). Why do young
people engage in some civic actions and not others?
Exploring the roles of individual and collective civic
efficacy. Journal of Community & Applied Social
Psychology, 33(2), 356-373.

Gusmadi, S., & Samsuri, S. (2020). Gerakan
sebagai upaya
pembentukan karakter peduli lingkungan. Jurnal
[Imiah Pendidikan Pancasila Dan Kewarganegaraan,

4(2), 381-391.

kewarganegaraan ekologis

Hill, R.]. (2012). Civic engagement and environmental
literacy. New directions for adult and continuing
education, 135(135), 41-50.

Irani, M., Aghdam, S. R,, & Ghasemzadeh, B. (2023).
Investigating the link between place attachment, civic
engagement, and pro-environmental

Environmental Development, 47, 100897.

behaviors.

randspublications.org/index.php/ijssll

4



RANDSPUBLICATIONS

Page No. 01-05

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Jannah, R. (2018). Menciptakan Kewarganegaraan
Ekologis di Era Digital Melalui Kampoeng Recycle Jember.
Journal of Urban Sociology, 1(2), 14-26.

Karliani, E. (2016). Membangun civic engagement melalui
model service learning untuk memperkuat karakter
warga negara. Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Pancasila dan
Kewarganegaraan, 27(2).

Maryani, D. (2022). Environmental Management of
Manufacturing Companies Indonesia: Examining the
Influence of Corporate Social Responsibility on Company
Profitability. Management of
Manufacturing Companies Indonesia: Examining the
Influence of Corporate Social Responsibility on Company
Profitability, 28(1).

Environmental

Mariyani, M. (2017). Strategi  Pembentukan
Kewarganegaraan Ekologis. Prosiding Konferensi
Nasional Kewarganegaraan III. Universitas Ahmad

Dahlan, Yogyakarta, 9, 17-22.

MacGregor, S. (2014). Ecological citizenship. Handbook of
political citizenship and social movements, 107-132.

Nowotny, J., Dodson, ]., Fiechter, S., Giir, T. M., Kennedy, B.,
Macyk, W.,, .. & Rahman, K. A. (2018). Towards global
sustainability: Education on environmentally clean
energy technologies. Renewable and Sustainable Energy
Reviews, 81, 2541-2551.

Purnomo, A., Mulianingsih, F., Fahry, A., & Setyarini, I. M.
(2022, February). The role of the Paguyuban Masyarakat
Peduli Hutan (PMPH) community as a form of disaster
management in the highlands of Kudus Regency. In 10P
Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science (Vol.
986, No. 1, p. 012045). IOP Publishing.

Sarkis, J., & Zhu, Q. (2018). Environmental sustainability
taking the
International Journal of Production Research, 56(1-2),
743-759.

and production: road less travelled.

Silfiana, L., & Samsuri, S. (2019). Keterlibatan warga
Negara Muda dalam gerakan Kewarganegaraan Ekologis
untuk
berwawasan lingkungan. Jurnal Studi Pemuda, 8(2), 127-
1309.

mewujudkan pembangunan  berkelanjutan

Sudibyo, D. Y., Triyanto, T., & Nuryadi, M. H. (2021,
September). Capital
Community Association (PMPH)
Preservation Efforts. In Proceeding of International
Conference on Social Sciences and Education (Vol. 1, No.
1).

Social of Forest Protection

in Muria Forest

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Sugiyono, D. (2013). Metode penelitian pendidikan
pendekatan kuantitatif, kualitatif dan R&D.

Suharno, S., & Sartini, S. (2022). Tribuana Manggala
Bakti: Menjaga Lingkungan Alam Menoreh dalam
Perspektif Fritjof Capra. Jurnal SMART (Studi
Masyarakat, Religi, dan Tradisi), 8(2), 275-286.

Sultanova, R. R., Gabdrahimov, K. M., Khayretdinov, A.
F., Konashova, S. 1, Konovalov, V. F,, Blonskaya, L. N,, ...
& Gabdelkhakov, A. K. (2018). Evaluation of ecological
potential of forests. Journal of engineering and applied
sciences, 13(S8), 6590-6596.

Law No. 23 Year (1997). Environmental Management.
National Paper of the Year, (3699).]. Undang Undang
No. 23 Tahun 1997 Tentang: Pengelolaan Lingkungan
Hidup. Lembar Negara RI Tahun, (3699).

Wadu, L. B, Ladamay, 1, & Fitriya, N. (2020).
Penguatan Keterlibatan Warga Negara Dalam
Pembangunan Berkelanjutan Melalui Program Go
Green. Citizenship Jurnal
Kewarganegaraan, 8(1), 41-50.

Pancasila Dan

randspublications.org/index.php/ijssll



